The Assembly Hall Joins ‘The Big Swap’ for Fairtrade Fortnight

The Assembly Hall is swapping to Fairtrade and this Wednesday, 10th February, will serve its’ first Fairtrade Tea at the ‘Healthier Communities Valentines Tea Dance’.   

‘The Big Swap’ is the theme for this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight (Feb 22nd – March 7th), an event that is played out across the nation once a year in a bid to increase support for a fairer deal for farmers in the developing world. This year the Fairtrade Foundation is challenging UK consumers to swap their usual choices for Fairtrade alternatives during Fairtrade Fortnight. With over 3000 Fairtrade products ranging from flowers and chocolate to makeup and socks there is plenty to choose from. 

Gloria Thorpe from the Tunbridge Wells Fairtrade Town Group said “…there are 165 million cups of tea drunk in the UK every day, but only 10% of it is Fairtrade. If we could all swap our cuppa for Fairtrade we could make a real difference to the lives of millions of impoverished tea producers.”  

The switch to Fairtrade is part of the ongoing commitment of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council to the initiative and marks the third anniversary of Fairtrade Town status.  Commenting on the decision to swap to Fairtrade, Dawn Gabriel, Operations Manager at the Assembly Hall said “It’s great that the Assembly Hall Theatre is supporting Fairtrade, the Council should be seen to be setting an example.  And the coffee’s very good too!’

The Tea Dance is one of a number arranged by the Healthier Communities Team at the Town Hall and over 200 people are expected to attend. It is well known that dancing promotes well being and is a very good way to develop or maintain fitness.

Gloria Thorpe commented “Fairtrade goes hand in hand with a healthier lifestyle, there are many varieties of Fairtrade fruit and vegetables in our local shops, simply swap your five a day for Fairtrade!” 

